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nally from China. It is formulated according to
the lunar year. The first day of the year is always
one called Sensho. Thereafter the sequence is
Tomobiki^ Sakimake^ Butsumtsu, Taian and Sekko.
Butsumetstt is a most unlucky day and no one would
consider being buried or married or anything
else important on this day. For funerals, the
lucky day of Tomobiki is equally unfortunate
because Towobiki means literally, to draw friends.
Taian is the most auspicious day in the Buddhist
calendar. This idea of an unlucky day seems to
have been begun centuries ago by certain fortune
tellers and later became an accepted custom.
The main task of the priest is to pray for the
deceased after death. During the forty-nine days
after death when the spirit is struggling to get from
earth to heaven, there must be many prayers said
for the wandering soul. Every seventh day dur-
ing this important time a priest usually visits the
home of the deceased. Thereafter there are rites
to be performed on the hundredth day, the first
year anniversary, the third, seventh, thirteenth,
seventeenth, twenty-third, thirty-third, fiftieth and
one hundredth year. The elaborateness of the
rites or feuyo determines the ske of the fee which
is given on each occasion. Such fees are separate
from the initial funeral charges.